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acts, entitled " Uncle Sam," and in which the manner and character of 
the American people was satirized with an intense bitterness. It 
pleased the boukvardiers who happened to be present the first night, 
but touched as well the conservative policy of the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who, for diplomatic, reasons, immediately caused its removal 
from the boards. 

■ Though there is little enough to interest the student of history in 
the fifth volume of the " Talleyrand Memoirs," its appearance at least 
merits attention. After much ado over Choiseul and the expulsion of 
the Jesuits, the Prince has some observations to make regarding the 
vulgarity and ill-breeding of Mme. de Pompadour, and a few words 
of praise for Du Barry, who, it is stated, readily accustomed herself 
to the manners of the court. Both were liars, and Du Barry had such 
complete control over the king that he dare not write or even dictate 
an oflScial letter. She directed all the affairs of State, chose or expelled 
the ministry, and was, withal, a veritable power behind the throne. 
Paris, March 5, 1892. John Preston Beecher. 



NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



A LOAN exhibition for the benefit of the Young Men's Christian Associ- 
ation brought out a rich collection of family and historical relics at 
Morristown, N. J., last month. Monistown is historic ground, and its old 
families are well provided with objects fall of interesting hereditary associa- 
tions. The old Morristonians were 'great travelers, too, and tbey brought 
back with them substantial evidences of their wanderings. Had the exhi- 
bition been properly advertised it would undoubtedly have attracted visitors 
from various parts of the State and from New York, for it is seldom so many 
things of historical, as well as intrinsic, value are brought together outside 
of the large museums. None of the articles shown had any connection with 
the display of antiques at Washington's headquarters, so that in every way 
the display was unique. 

* * * 

A special department of the exhibition was devoted to a collection, occupy- 
ing one entire comer, of over two hundred articles, and loaned by Mrs. J. 
Boyd Headley, of Morristown. Mrs. Headley is a direct descendant of 
John Alden, so that she had four ancenstors in the loi, who formed the 
select society on the Mayflower. When her ancestors ceased to. be Pilgrims 
and Puritans they became fighters. One narrowly escaped death in the 
massacre of Braddock's men during the French and Indian war. Another 
was the last man to be scalped by the Indians in Lucerne County, New 
York. Still another was one of the handful of fire-eaters who followed Mad 
.^nthony Wayne in the folom hope at the Battle of Stony Point. She has 
.,— everything in her remarkable genealogy but a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, and one of her ancestors was a member of the Pennsylvania 
Assembly when the all-important document was given to the world. Natur- 
ally her collection was redolent of Colonial and Revolutionary memories. 
In it was shown her Pilgrim set of jewelry, which attracted so much atten- 
tion at the Centennial Exposition in 1876. The set is made, by its desig^ns, 
to serve as a sort of object history of her family, and is of most ingenious 
composition and workmanship. The spinning-wheel at which Priscilla sat 
when John Alden went to court her for doughty Miles Standish was con- 
spicuous among Mrs. Headley's heirlooms. 

* * * 
Another special feature was a collection of Paul Revere relics. These in- 
cluded paintings of the man who raised the battle-call for Lexington, and of his 
wife ; one of the veteran General J. W. Revere, and a dozen medals won by him ; 
silks and satins, beflowered and bedecked after the lavish fashion of a century 
ago, which were the dresses of the Revere ladies; Paul Revere's spectacles; 
a necklace and earrings given by the wife of Governor Bernard, of New Jer- 
sey and Massachusetts, to a member of the Revere family, and scores of other 
articles. Other interesting objects were a small carnelian cylinder, said to date 
back to the time of Abraham, loaned by Mrs. K. Twining; two ears of mummy 
corn raised last summer from seed taken from an Egyptian mummy, by Miss 
Olmstead; an embroidered flounce worked and worn by Margaretta Schenck 
at a reception g^ven General Lafayette in 1825, loaned by Mrs. James 
Douglass; a beautiful gold comb and necklace ornamented with large classic 
heads of carnelian, which belonged to the Empress Josephine, loaned by Miss 
Nina Howland; a silk and gold thread scarf presented by the King of Siam 
to David; King, the first European admitted to the Court of Siam, loaned by 
Miss Olmstead, great niece of David King; a handsome white porcelain cup 
and saucer, shell-shaped, with coral edge and gold-lined, which belonged to 
Napoleon I, loaned by Miss Howland; a dainty necklace of gold and glass 
beads and pearis, presented by Marie Antoinette to Martha Washington, 
loaned by Mr. R. W. Stevenson; a cream pitcher and sugar bowl, which 
belonged to Napoleon III, loaned by Mrs. Charles M. Marsh; a small white 
and blue pitcher, valued at $2,000, said to be the first specimen of Wedge- 
wood ware ever made; the dressing gown of Hien Fung, Emperor of China, 
taken from the summer palace of the Emperor in i860, when the palace was 
sacked by the French, loaned by John E. Ward; an ostrich robe, from Mrs. 
J. H. Lidgerwood; a pair of pistols used by General Marion, of the Revolu- 
tion; and a tanned human skin from inside the hand and arm of Antoine, 
the murderer of the Sayre family, who was hung in Morristown in 1832, 
loaned by A. W. Cutler. Contributors of other less grisly relics were Mrs. 
W. S. Poor, Mrs. George W. Howell and Mr. H. G. Ennell. 



The incorporation is announced of the Columbus Memorial Coinpany, of 
Chicago, with the purpose to collect autographs, memorials, etc., concern- 
ing the discovery of America. The capital stock is $10,000, and Edward 
Rubovits, Tobias Rubovits and Levi Salomon are named as incorporators. 

« « * 

On March i Mr. Clarence Winthrop Bowen read a paper before the New 
York Historical Society at the Library, Second avenue and Eleventh street. 
On " Historical Notes on Original Portraits of Benjamin Franklin." The 
lecture was illustrated with stereopticon views, all taken from original photo- 
graphs. The list of portraits which Mr. Bowen has traced is of exceptional 
interest. 

* * * 

He finds that the first portrait — painted by Charles Wilson Peale in Phila- 
delphia, in 1787 — was disposed of at the Peale sale in 1854, and is now 
owned by Mrs. Joseph Harrison, of Philadelphia. This portrait represents 
Franklin at the age of 84. From it Peale made a mezzotint and inscribed 
it to Franklin. This mezzotint is exceedingly scarce and valuable. A 
French print in colors by P. M. Alix, published toward the close of the last 
century, is evidently a copy of it. One of Peale's prints is now in the pos- 
session of the Boston Public Library. There are others in pastel in the Vir- ' 
g^nia Historical Society and in the Old Colony Historical Society. A 
replica of Peale's portrait of Franklin and another, with some accessories, 
are in the possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the gift of 
James J. Barclay.. There is a portrait in crayon by Mrs. Oliver Champlain, 
belonging to Mrs.- Thomas S. Collier, of New London, Conn., and a pastel 
painted by Joseph Sifiede Duplessis is owned by Hon. John Bigelow, of 
New York. This portrait was drawn in 1783, and was presented by Frank- 
lin to M. Louis de Veillard, his friend ai^d neighbor at Passy. Another 
portrait of Franklin, by Duplessis, is owned by the Mutual Assurance Com* 
pany in Philadelphia. It was painted in Paris in 1778, and came into the 
possession of the Mutual Company in 1876. In the Boston Public Library 
is another portrait of Franklin, by Duplessis, which was presented to the 
City of Boston by Edward Brooks. A Duplessis portrait of Franklin was 
obtained by James Monroe in Paris when he was United States Minister to 
France and is now owned by Mrs. Douglas Robinson, of New York. The 
late Henry Stevens, of London, owned another Franklin portrait by Duplesis, 
which is now in the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington. It was painted 
in 1782 in Paris. Mrs. Elizabeth Duane Gillespie, of Philadelphia, Frank- 
lin's great granddaughter, owns an original miniature of Franklin. By 
the artist it was given to Mrs. Franklin, from whom it descended to its pres- 
ent owner. 

* * * 

Of portraits of Franklin painted by Jean Baptiste Greuze, one is de- 
posited in the Boston Public Library, and was presented to the City of 
Boston by Gardner Brewer," in 1872. Another portrait attributed to Greuze 
is owned by the Boston Anthenaeum, and is deposited in the Museum of 
Fine Arts. It was secured in 1828. It was painted in 1778 for the Abbe 
Veni, and was purchased by Thomas Jefferson, and through his grandson, 
Joseph Coolidge, the Boston Anthenseum got possession of it. Another 
portrait of Franklin, with a red coat and marked with the name of Baricolo, 
is thought to be after either Greuze or Duplessis. The portrait belonging to 
Mr. H. Pratt McKean, of Philadelphia, and purchased at the Peale sale, is 
the replica willed by Franklin to the Supreme Council of Pennsylvania, and 
the one belonging to the American Philosophical Society is a copy by Peale 
presented by the artist. John TumbuU and Edward Savage painted pict- 
ures of Franklin. They are owned by Yale University and the Boston 
Museum. A portrait of Benjamin Franklin, by Gainsborough, owned, in 
England, by the Marquis of Lansdowne, was painted about the time of the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris. Harvard University owns a portrait of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, which is said to have been painted in London when Franklin 
was 20 years old. Another picture, said to be the best ever taken of Frank- 
lin, was painted by Mason Chamberlain, R.A., and was reproduced in the 
French edition of Franklin's " Philosophical Papers." George Dunlop 
Leslie, R.A., made a copy of this portrait, and gave it to Harvard Uni- 
versity. Robert Fulton painted a picture of Franklin which is now in the 
possession of Mr. C. F. Gunther, of Chicago. Among the busts of Franklin 
is one in the possession of ex-Mayor Hewitt, of this city, who vouches for 
its authenticity. This is by the celebrated sculptor, Houdon. There are 
others — one in the American Philosophy Society in Philadelphia, one in the 
Louvre in Paris and one in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in this city. 
Mr. Lawrence Hutton, of this city, has & replica of the cast of Franklin's 
living face, believed to have been made by Houdon as a guide. Still other 
portraits, busts, medallions, etc., might be enumerated, but they are either 
of uncertain authenticity or authorship, or of inferior merit. 

» "f ♦ 

The largest library in the world is that at Paris, which contains upward 
of 2,000,000 printed books and 160,000 manuscripts. Between the Im- 
perial Library at St. Petersburg and the British Museum there is not much 
difference. In the British Museum there are about 1,500,000 volumes. 
The Royal Library of Munich has now something over 900,000, but this in- 
cludes many pamphlets ; the Royal Library at Berlin contains 800,000 
volumes; the library at Copenhagen 510,000; the library at Dresden 500,- 
000; the University Library at GSttingen, Germany, 600,000. The Royal 
Library at Vienna has 400,000 volumes; and the University Library in the 
same city 370,000 volumes. At Buda-Pesth the University Library has 
300,000 books; the corresponding library at Cracow nearly the same nnm- 
ber, and at Prague 203,000.] 
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In his. diary under date of October 3/ 1589, General George Wasbi'ngton 
made this entry: " Sat for Ramage near two hours to-day, who was drawing 
a miniature picture of me for Mrs. Washington." What is believed to be 
this identical portrait of Washington, painted on ivory, is now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Harry S. Stabler, of Lynchburg, Va. It was painted by Ram- 
age, an Irish miniature painter, of New York at that time, for Mrs. Wash- 
ington, from whom Betty Washington, afterwards Mrs. Betty Lewis, had it. 
She in turn left it to her granddaughter, Otwayana Carter, who married Dr. 
W. O. Owen, of Lynchburg. He left this portrait, together with other 
relics of Washington, similarly inherited, to Jenny Woodville Latham, of 
Lynchburg, who married Thomas 8. Stabler, the father of Mr. Harry S. 
Stabler, the present owner of the relics. This miniature is in a time-worn 
case oval in form. In the bacic of it is a lock of Washington's hair. The 
portrait'has never been exhibited outside of Lynchburg. It is a beautiful 
piece of work, and even under a magnifying glass bears the closest inspec- 
tion. The locket holding the miniature and the lock of hair is something 
more than two inches in length. 

* » » 

Two extraordinarily fine statuettes in wood from Japan have been placed 
in the Louvre. One represents a certain Tokiyroi, whose name has come 
down with as great a fame for generosity to the poor as Hatim Tal, of 
Arabia. He is seated in Japanese fashion. The unknown carver, a man of 
the sixteenth century, has given the greatest finish to the face and figure, 
but has treated the whole virith so much largeness that no one thinks of the 
labor bestowed on it. It has been compared with the celebrated ancient 
statue of wood found in Egypt called the " Sheik el Beled." The other 
statuette is a portrait of the Buddhist priest, Riyoken, and belongs to the 
opening of the seventeenth century; the execution is even more minute. 

» » » 
Theodore Freylinghuysen Dwight, who has just been selected as librarian 
of the Boston Public Library, in place of Mellen Chamberlain, who retired 
from that office two years ago, was born in Auburn, N. Y., in 1846. He 
was connected with a San Francisco banking house for a few years; but he 
soon became known as a book-lover and book-collector of great taste and 
zeal. Thus he came to George Bancroft's notice, and was employed by that 
historian in Washington, and eventually he was made Librarian of the State 
Department. This post he filled for thirteen years. The Boston Transcript 
says: " Mr. Bancroft always regretted his loss of Mr. Dwight's services, but 
said, jokingly, that he ought to have known the Department would find out 
what a good librarian he had. While he was librarian, Mr. Dwight was often 
intrusted by Mr. Spofford with the purchase of books for the Congressional 
as well as his own Department library, and among other responsible work he 
was sent by the Government to Europe to inspect and arrange the Franklin 
papers which Mr. Stevens, of London proposed to sell to the United States 
— a mission implying the strongest confidence in Mr. Dwight's knowledge." 

* * * 

Mr. Joseph Sabin, the son and successor of that Joseph Sabin who won 
distinction as an authority on books relating to America, has been engaged 
for some weeks in cataloguing the extensive library of the late George Ban- 
croft. The collection includes many valuable manuscripts and autograph 

letters. 

* » * 

The Arthur Winter Memorial Library, on Staten Island, contains auto- 
graphs of Benjamin Harrison, Henry W. Longfellow, Thomas Hughes 
from Brown), Edwin Booth, George William Curtis, Wilkie Collins, Ed- 
mund Yates, Henry Irving, Joseph Jefferson, Whitelaw Reid, Colonel John 
Hay, John Gilbert, Helena Modjeska, Henry Arthur Jones, George Faw- 



cett Rowe, Sidney Woollett, Ada Rehan, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Mary 
Anderson, Edmund Clarence Stedman, William Warren,g Richard Grant 
White, Noah Brooks, Clarence Cook, Richard Mansfield, B. L. Farjeon, 
William Black, George W. Childs, Lawrence Barrett, George W. Smalley, 
Richard H. Stoddard, Joseph Hatton, Laurence Hutton, Ellen Terry, J. R. 
G. Hassard, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Andrew Carnegie, Brander Matthews, 
John Russell Young. With one or two exceptions, these autographs are 
inscribed in beautiful presentation copies of books sent by the authors, or 
selected by the givers to Mr. William Winter, who established the library in 
memory of his son who died a couple of years ago. 

* * * 

The first volume is now ready of the " Memorial History of the City of 
New York. Prepared by the co-operation of eminent scholars and histori- 
cal writers, under the editorial supervision of General James Grant Wilson. 
Profusely illustrated and in every sense the most elaborate work ever pre- 
pared on an American city." It is to be completed in four royal octavo 
volumes, and is published by the New York History Co., 132 Nassau street, 
this city. 

* * * 

An exhibition of a novel kind has opened in Paris, and will no doubt at- 
tract the Parisians, who like any folly if it is original. Under the name of 
the Salon of the Rosy Cross an exhibition of mythical paintings has been 
organized by one of the so-called "Decadents," Ser Peladan, who pretends 
to be one of the Magi. The Rosicrucians formed a mystical corporation 
which flourished in, the Middle Ages, and all the works in the Salon of the 
new Rosicrucians are of a symbolist character. Among them are several 
fine paintings — notably those contributed by the Belgian artist, Knapff, who 
attracted much attention at the Salon of 1889. The public which had come 
to scoff stayed to admire some of them. The exhibits of the Swiss painter 
Schwabe, a mystical artist of the mediaeval tendencies, are also much ad- 
mired. Some of the other pictures are quite unintelligible, both as to the 
color and the drawing. 

The will of Gen. George W. Cullum, Major-General of the United States 
Army and Colonel of the Corps of Engineers, on the retired list, contains a 
number of bequests to public collections. One is to the Library, Art and 
Historical Society of Meadville, Pa., $5,000. The Redwood Library, New- 
port, R. I., receives $5,000, to be designated the " Cullam Fund," the 
interest to be applied to the purchase of new publications other than works 
of fiction, and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, |20,ooo, with which to 
purchase casts, statuary and works- of architecture, to be known as the 
"Cullum Collection." The United States Government receives $250,000, 
for the purpose of erecting a memorial hall at the West Point Military 
Academy, to be a " receptacle of statues, busts, mural tablets, portraits of 
distinguished deceased officers and graduates of the Military Academy, 
paintings of battle scenes, trophies of war, and such other objects as may 
tend to give elevation to the military profession." In case it is necessary to 
purchase land for the hall, the sum of $20,000 additional is left for that 
purpose. Another $20,000 is bequeathed in trust to the superintendent and 
certain professors of the United States Military Academy, the income to be ap- 
plied to procuring statues, busts, mural tablets and portraits of distinguished 
deceased officers and graduates of the United States Military Academy, 
which are to be placed in the memorial hall. The American Geographical 
Society i'eceives a fixed sum of $5,000, a part of the income to be applied to 
the purchase of gold medals for those who have distinguished themselves in 
geographical discoveries. The residue of the estate up to $100,000 goes to 
the American Geographical Society for the erection of a fireproof building 
for a library and for other uses of the society. 
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